
Original architect: 

Bertram Goodhue of Cram, Goodhue &  
Ferguson Architects (completed 1910)

Building owner: 

United States Military Academy

In collaboration with:

QPK Design, Stopen Engineering

Building description: 

The Cadet Chapel with the attached rec-
tory at the United States Military Academy 
were designed by the architectural firm of 
Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson in 1906 in the 
Gothic Revival style for which the company 
had become well-known. Situated on a 
hillside near the high point of the campus, 
the chapel overlooks the academic, admin-
istrative and barracks buildings of the 
academy and the Hudson River below and 
to the east. The chapel, oriented with the 
main entrance on the north side of the 
building, has a traditional cruciform plan 
with a long nave and side aisles leading to 
the chancel and sanctuary at the south end 
of the building. The 165-foot tall bell tower 
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rises above the crossing of the transept and 
nave. The rectory adjoins the chapel at the 
southeast corner of the sanctuary. The walls 
of the Cadet Chapel are constructed of 
load-bearing gneiss masonry, quarried 
from a nearby site on the West Point cam-
pus, with limestone used at window sur-
rounds and tracery, belt courses, and other 
ornament. Guastavino vaults are used at 
the interior groin vaults and porch ceiling.

Scope of work:

• Surveyed existing condition of exterior 
masonry at all areas of chapel and rectory.

• Documented existing condition of 
interior brick at bell tower and the 
Guastavino vaults, limestone tracery and 
interior masonry at the crossing and one 
vault in the nave.

• Performed investigation of all roof drains 
and pipes using a fiber-optic diagnostic 
tool (the See Snake).

• Provided live-feed video to project 
team during inspection of interior and 
representative exterior areas.


